
 
 

Exploratory Trip to Bahia, Brazil 
Nov 17-25, 2023 

 
Itinerary 

 
Day 1 (Nov 17) Arrival and transfer to Mata de São João  
 
Located north of Salvador, the capital of the state of Bahia, Praia do Forte is one of the most famous 
destinations for people looking for the beaches and nightlife. In our case, we will stay in a Pousada 
owned by a couple of Biologists, surrounded by preserved forest 8 km from town.  
 
Day 2 (Nov 18) AM Birding and transfer to Chapada Diamantina  
After birding in the morning, it’s a long drive to Lencois in the Chapada Diamantina. The lowland 
Atlantic Forest north of Salvador and Paraguaçu River is the home of the range restricted Fringe-
backed Fire-eye, one of our main targets. Birding will be in the forest around the Pousada and if 
needed, we will drive to nearby forest fragments. 
 
Targets: besides the Fringe-backed Fire-eye, we will look for Golden-capped Parakeet, Band-tailed 
Antwren, Bahia Antwren, Sooretama Slaty-Antshrike, Black-cheeked Gnateater, Scaled Antbird, Kinglet 
Manakin, White-bellied Tanager and many others. For the mammals enthusiastic, here is one of the 
best places for the endemic Maned Sloth. 
 
Days 3 and 4 (Nov 19 and 20) Chapada Diamantina 
One of the most impressing places in Brazil, the landscapes are astonishing. Chapada Diamantina is 
part of a long series of highlands linked to the Espinhaço mountain range, which extend from north of 
Minas Gerais through Bahia. There is a high diversity of habitats such as Caatinga, Cerrado, Campo 
Rupestre (arid mountain shrubs), Humid and Gallery Forests and, along with that, of course, a high 
diversity of birds (almost 400 species). Most of these beautiful landscapes and pristine habitat are part 
of the 152,000 ha Chapada Diamatina National Park  
Today we will concentrate our efforts in the locations closer to Lençóis. AM Birding in a Campo 
Rupestre trail about half an hour from the hotel and PM Birding in a Humid Forest (Cerradão with 
Atlantic Forest influence) in the surroundings of town.  
 
Targets: our main targets in the Chapada Diamantina area are the Hooded Visorbearer, Sincorá 
Antwren and Diamantina Tapaculo (the last two described to science in 2007!). We will also look for: 
Collared Crescentchest, Helmeted Manakin, Pale-bellied Tyrant-Manakin, Surucua Trogon, Black-
throated Saltator, Rufous Nightjar, Broad-tipped Hermit, Rufous-sided Pygmy-Tyrant, Blue Finch, 
White-banded Tanager, Rufous-winged Antshrike, East Brazilian Chachalaca, Copper Seedeater, Green-
winged Saltator, Gilt-edged Tanager, Horned Sungem, Grey-backed Tachuri, Buff-throated Pampa-finch 
and more. It will be our first chance to see the Caatinga birds. 
 
Day 5 (Nov 21)  Transfer to CANUDOS 



 
 

It’s a long drive to Canudos and if we get there in time, we could try to see the Blue-winged Macaws 
coming to their roosting site or we could explore the Caatinga areas near town.  
Situated in the northern portion of the state of Bahia, near the borders with Pernambuco, Sergipe and 
Alagoas, Canudos has some of the most extraordinary scenarios of this trip; the experience of hearing 
the macaws calling and seeing the red sand cliffs contrasting with the indigo blue of the macaws is 
simply unforgettable.  
 
Targets: the Lear’s Macaw! This amazing species only occurs in this region, the northern portion of 
Bahia. Besides our main target, we will keep an eye out for the endemic race of Blue-crowned 
Parakeet, Bat Falcon, King Vulture, Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Spotted Piculet, Stripe-breasted 
Starthroat and many more.  
 
Day 6 (Nov 22)  “Lear’s Macaw experience” 
We leave the hotel while it’s still dark so that we can arrive at the macaw’s roosting site by daybreak. 
After enjoying the “Lear’s Macaw experience”, we go back to our accommodations for breakfast before 
our transfer to Potengi in the Chapada do Araripe plateau area.  
Potengi is a small town in the south region of Ceará, part of the Chapada do Araripe area. Only recently 
has Potengi entered the world birding scenario because of a passionate birdwatcher and biologist that 
transformed his family property in a refuge for Caatinga birds, the “Sítio Pau Preto”. We will stay in a 
family-owned small lodge where we can feel right at home hosted by him and his kind family. We will 
bird around to search for some of the most special birds of this unique habitat. For those who enjoy 
taking photos, there are also feeders.  
 
Targets: here we keep searching for Caatinga specialties, such as White-browed Antpitta, Caatinga 
Antwren, White-throated Seedeater, Scarlet-throated Tanager, Great Xenops, Red-shouldered 
Spinetail, Lesser [Bahia] Wagtail-Tyrant, Greater [Caatinga] Wagtail-Tyrant and Stripe-backed Antbird, 
among others. On the feeders we could see Campo Troupial, Red-cowled Cardinal, White-naped Jay, 
Pileated Finch. In the evening we have the chance to see Least Nighthawks flying over the lodge.  
 
Day 7 (Nov 23) AM Birding at Potengi and Araripe Manakins 
We will bird in the AM for birds we may have missed before driving to QUIXADÁ. We will stop on the 
way at Arajara Water Park, where we will finally look for one of the main targets of this Tour, the 
amazing Araripe Manakin!  
Quixadá is a municipality in the state of Ceará located three hours from the capital. One of its most 
striking features are the rock formations, the monoliths, in various formats that "break" the apparent 
monotony of the countryside landscape. The hotel we stay is away from town and birding will be 
around the hotel grounds.  
 
Targets: Our main target here will be the White-browed Guan, in January we need a bit of luck to find 
them because at this season when the region is wet, they are dispersed around the Caatinga habitat. 
The other star of this bird spot is the Pygmy Nightjar that we usually see close to the lodge. Here we 
will have the first chance to see the Ochraceous Piculet. Other birds we will see around this area are: 
White-naped Jay, Cactus Parakeet, Black-bellied Antwren, Pale Baywing, the Caatinga race of Long-
billed Wren, Caatinga Cacholote, Ochre-backed Woodpecker.  



 
 

 
Day 8 (Nov 24) Quixadá to GUARAMIRANGA 
AM Birding in Quixadá if needed before driving for an hour or so to GUARAMIRANGA and bird the rest 
of the day.  
Located 100km from Fortaleza, Maciço de Baturité has a remarkable humid Forest ranging from 600-
1100 meters of altitude. This Forest is a kind of island in the middle of the Caatinga (dry) vegetation 
that is predominant in the lower elevations (below 600 meters). Because of its unique habitat, this is 
the main refuge for several humid forest species in the state of Ceará. We will be birding nearby town 
in private properties with good trails and/or roads.  
 
Targets: as important species we highlight the Grey-breasted Parakeet, one of the world's most 
threatened parrots and other species of great interest such as Buff-breasted Tody-Tyrant, Ceara 
Gnateater, Ceara Woodcreeper, Ochraceous Piculet, Guianan Tyrannulet, Band-tailed Manakin, 
Gould’s Toucanet, Gray-headed Spinetail among others. We will also pay special attention to some 
subspecies that could possibly be elevated to species in the future such as Variable Antshrike, Red-
necked Tanager, Rufous-breasted [Ceara] Leaftosser. 
 
Day 9 (Nov 25) AM Birding and transfer to Fortaleza. DEPARTURE.  
 
 
 


